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There were five fields of view, three looking upward and two downward, each with a five-degree full angle field of view. Sunlight coming through sapphire windows mounted on the hot exterior of the probe was focused by 3mm diameter fused silica lenses onto the end facets of tiny light pipes.
The light pipes directed the sunlight through spectral filters to thermallyisolated detectors inside the probe. The flux from 400 to 1800 nm in each field of view was measured and data were transmitted to earth. Operation requirements of the optical head were severe: 375 g entry pulse, and peak mounting surface temperature of 500°C. 
